
TAKE THE RIGHT STEPS  
TO REALIZING YOUR DREAM HOME. 
START WITH YOUR HOME LOAN.

1. Get pre-qualified for a mortgage  
You have to get the mortgage first. After a quick analyzation of your 
income, assets, and credit, we’ll be able to tell you how much you could 
borrow and what your monthly expenses would be, so you can know 
what loan you afford and best fits your needs.

2. Get pre-approved  
Once you know your maximum loan amount it’s time to get 
pre-approved. You will complete a loan application and submit 
documentation (pay stubs, W-2s, and tax returns.)Then you can begin 
your home search.

3. Find the right realtor  
Finding the right real estate agent is one of the most important 
steps for first-time homebuyers. You need someone you can trust – 
someone who knows the market and who can guide you through the 
home buying process. A good realtor can offer advice about where to 
buy, how much to pay, what a good offer will look like. 

4. Make an offer on a home  
Once you find your dream home, your realtor will help you write an 
offer. We will write a pre-approval letter on your behalf that will be 
submitted with your offer giving you an edge over other offers. 

5. Lock in  your rate  
After you have an agreed price with the seller you will sign a contract 
to purchase. at this time you will lock in your interest rate. This will 
protect you against any rate increases before you close. You also have 
the option to “float” your interest rate until a few days before closing, 
but beware, the rate may go up during this time.

6. Underwriting  
Next, we will underwrite and approve your loan, appraise the home 
to ensure it is worth what you are paying, and collect any remaining 
documentation. You will be responsible for arranging a home 
inspection, coordinate moving and prepare for the closing. 

7. Closing  
We will prepare everything you need to sign and coordinate with the 
closing attorney/escrow company. Typically you, the seller both real 
estate agents and the closing attorney/escrow company will attend 
the closing and signing of the documents. This takes approximately 
one hour and when finished you will the keys to your new home.

THINGS NOT TO DO BEFORE BUYING A NEW HOME
  Change jobs
   Use credit cards excessively (Keep your balance at 

30% or less than the card’s limit)
  Fall behind on any credit accout or miss payments
  Let anyone pull your credit
  Make a significant purchase 
  Cosign on a loan
  Change bank accounts
  Transfer large sums of money between accounts
  Make any unusually large deposits over $100
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